Otoacoustic emissions, audiometric sensitivity loss, and speech understanding: a case study.
The clinical measurement of otoacoustic emissions can assist in differentiating between peripheral and central explanations for deficits in speech understanding. We present audiometric and distortion-product emission data in a case with sensorineural hearing loss and a deficit in speech understanding. The presence of evoked emissions argues against attributing the speech audiometric loss to cochlear defect.